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SUBJECT: CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IN B.C. SHUTS DOWN AS EMPLOYERS 
IMPOSE LOCK-OUT 

1 . EIGHT HUNDRED-EMPLOYER MEMBERS OF THE B.C. CONSTRUCTION LABOUR 
RELATIONS ASSOCIATION (CLRA) LOCKED OUT 40,000 EMPLOYEES IN THE 
PROVINCE LATE JUNE 30 AS NEGOTIATIONS FOR NEW TWO-YEAR CONTRACT 
BROKE DOWN. ALTHOUGH WAGES ARE AN ISSUE INVOLVED, IT APPEARS 
MAJOR PROBLEM IS INTERNAL DISSENSION AMONG BUILDING TRADES UNIONS 
REGARDING FORMATION OF JOINT BARGAINING COMMITTEE TO NEGOTIATE 
FOR ALL UNIONS WITH THE CLRA. CURRENTLY, CLRA BARGAINS SEPARATELY 
WITH THE MYRIAD OF DIFFERENT TRADE UNIONS IN THE INDUSTRY. 

2. ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS REPORT, JOINING BARGAINING BEING PUSHED 
BY B.C. -YUKON CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL EXECUTIVE AND ITS 
LARGEST MEMBER, CARPENTERS UNION. HOWEVER, MAJORITY OF UNIONS 
TN COUNCIL REJECTED PROPOSAL BY SLIM 8-7 MARGIN. 

3. COMMENT: PREVIOUS CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY STRIKE TWO YEARS 
AGO LASTED SEVERAL MONTHS AND CRIPPLED B.C. ECONOMY. LATEST 
STRIKE STOPS PRESS-ESTIMATED DOLS 2 BILLION WORTH OF ON-GOING 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN THE PROVINCE. BASED ON PAST 
EXPERIENCE AND DISCUSSION WITH LOCAL LONG-TIME OBSERVER 

OF PROVINCE ECONOMIC SITUATION, CONGEN WOULD BE SURPRISED 
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STRIKE VERY POSSIBLE, ALTHOUGH PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT, 

WHICH HAS BEEN VERY ACTIVE IN INTERVENING IN RECENT MAJOR 
STRIKES, MAY WELL INTERVENE IN THIS ONE AS WELL. B.C. 

GOVERNMENT HAS JUST GIVEN ITSELF POWER TO DEFINE "ESSENTIAL 
SERVICE INDUSTRIES" FOR PURPOSES OF ISSUING BACK-TO-WORK 
ORDERS, BUT AS YET HAS MADE NO MOVE IN THIS STRIKE. END 
COMMENT. 

LUPPI 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CONSTRUCTION, REPORTS, LABOR STRIKES, LABOR UNIONS, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976VANCOU00703 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760260-0486 
From: VANCOUVER 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760786/aaaacxyk.tel 

Line Count: 69 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: schwenja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 FEB 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 FEB 2004 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <06 AUG 2004 by schwenja> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IN B.C. SHUTS DOWN AS EMPLOYERS IMPOSE LOCK-OUT 
TAGS: ELAB, ECON, CA, CLRA, CONSTRUCTION LABOUR RELATIONS ASSOC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



